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TECHNICAL RAW MATERIALS.

in longitudinal streaks since the cross-sections of the dentine canals form
horizontal wavy lines.

The Crown Cement contains bone corpuscles and Havers' canals,
the latter being numerous in the tusks of the mammoth, but few in those
of African and Indian elephants.

In the foregoing pages we have considered somewhat in detail the
structure of elephant ivory and have studied the elements found in
teeth. We will now learn with the aid of cuts the chief microscopic
characters of other kinds of ivory.1

HIPPOPOTAMUS IVORY.

This material is obtained chiefly from the lower tusks (canines) of
Hippopotamus amphibius, although the upper tusks, the upper and lower

FIG. 253.

Hippopotamus Ivory.    Radial Section of a Lower Tusk.
(FRITZ OBERMAYER.)

incisors, and other teeth are also utilized to some extent. The lower
tusks are curved in a half circle, wrinkled on the outer surface, triangular
in cross-section, up to 60 cm. long, and, excepting the surfaces of contact,
covered with white cement. On drying, the teeth split into two equal
longitudinal halves. The dentine is pure white, hard, and shows a delicate
guilloching. As seen in radial section (Fig. 253), the dentine canals
1 More exhaustive descriptions will be found in v. HOHNEL'S paper, he. cit.